
        primary
schools in the
Latrobe Local
Government
Area.

5The Little Village
Project is a
community-led
initiative auspiced by
Kindred Spirited
Enterprises.

Founded by youth
worker and counsellor
Ben Tunks and
launched in 2019, the
project supports
primary schools by
raising funds to
provide timely,
evidenced-based
interventions to help
their disadvantaged
students engage with
their learning and
reach their full
potential.

From 2019 to 2025...

Made
possible

by

Stockdale Road PS Joined 2020 / Grey Street PS Joined 2023
Tanjil South PS Joined 2023 / Kosciuszko Street PS Joined 2024
Liddiard Road PS Joined in 2024

helped
children thrive

provided
direct health
interventions 

The Little Village Project has

131

552

and

across

Participating
Schools

Donate
today

Boys Girls

Interventions Types and Spend

Speech
Pathology

$17,587

Therapy
Sessions

$37,584

Cognitive
Assessment

$35,511

Neuropsychologist
Report

$3,500

Social Work
Sessions

$3,806

Swimming
Lessons

$647

Academic
Assessment

$3,450

Occupational
Therapy

$2,430

Optical

$2,223

Autism
Assessment

$5,430

Clothing

$252

Fuel Cards

$562

Hearing
Assessment

$140
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Diabetes
Monitor

$1086



Kate is a nine-year-old student at one of our partner schools.  She lives in foster care and has
experienced a traumatic start to life.  School is challenging for her because her body has
become accustomed to being in fight or flight mode given the adversity she has survived.
 
She has managed to find safety and security at home and at school, where she is surrounded
by nurturing and attuned caregiving, but the symptoms of her trauma are evident in her
lingering unpredictable and distressing behaviour.
 
Kate’s foster carer and her school desperately want her to undertake all the quintessential
experiences that go hand-in-hand with attending primary school; however, it has become
evident that taking Kate on school camp would present too much of a risk to her safety.
 
With the funding available via The Little Village Project, the school and Kate’s foster carer
were able to find an alternative camp that caters specifically to children with backgrounds
similar to Kate’s. The hope is that as Kate’s trauma continues to heal and her behaviour
becomes safer and more predictable, she will gain transferrable skills from the alternative
camp that will allow her to join her friends on school camp next year.

School camp - An alternative choice 

The Education Support Worker with a heart of gold

Renee is an Education Support Worker at one of our partner schools. She has an
absolute heart of gold and the kids at her school adore her for her ability to
nurture them, guide them, pick them up when they fall and advocate for their
best interests.

Likewise, the parents at the school are happy to know that their children have
someone at the school who they can trust to provide such genuine care for their
kids.

It’s through this amazing work that Renee was having a conversation with a
parent who was lamenting that they could not afford the occupational therapy
that their child needed and would therefore have to go without. Renee quickly
recalled The Little Village Project and suggested that the school could make an
application to have this cost completely covered.

The Little Village Project wishes to thank the likes of Renee for being the conduit
to which the money we raise is directed to where it is needed most.

The Little Village Project is an initiative
of the Latrobe Health Innovation Zone
and funding has been provided by the

Latrobe Health Assembly in
partnership with the Victorian

Government and AGL Loy Yang.

Major Donors
and Supporters

Key Project Partners


